Dear


I am writing to express my concern over the lack of approved Pennsylvania World Language Academic Standards.  All other subjects, including Family and Consumer Science, Arts and Humanities, and Health, Safety and Physical Education have approved standards, which are for all children.  Pennsylvania’s goal of providing a world-class education for all students must also include approved World Language Academic Standards.

On June 20th, the Chapter 4 Committee recommended that World Language Standards not be mandated and not be for all children.  I am asking for your help in making our voice heard that World Language study deserves to be recognized as an important component of all of our children’s educational experience.  Please consider the following points in adding your voice to our call for a true commitment to a well-rounded education for all of Pennsylvania’s children:

· World Language is identified in No Child Left Behind as a core academic subject and World Language teachers must be highly qualified under NCLB.

· U.S. Secretary of Education, Roderick Paige, in his interview in Foreign Language Annals, Vol. 36, 2003, stated that “Foreign language instruction should be part of every child’s academic experience.”

· Research shows that studying a second language improves problem-solving skills.

· World Language study enhances a student’s understanding and appreciation of diversity and cultural differences.

· World Language study supports reading, writing and math skills.

· Special needs students have a unique opportunity to take risks and develop new skills in the World Language classroom.

Please take time to contact Mr. Girton at the Pennsylvania State Board of Education and express your view that the World Language Standards should be approved for all of Pennsylvania’s children.  

Yours truly,

