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“Why Am I Doing All the Talking?”

Effective Communicative Techniques That Encourage YOUR STUDENTS to Do All the Talking!

Dave Kinman

Houghton College, NY

In this pre-conference workshop, you will be encouraged in your sacrifice of time, effort and love for your students as you experience effective communication activities that will animate your classes as students use the target language. (That was a long sentence!) You will be part of an intimate, enthusiastic, energizing day, experiencing many techniques, then taking them back to the classroom with minimal preparation time. Techniques will be presented, followed by participant interaction, brainstorming and feedback. It will be all about getting our students talking! Some of the techniques to be shared include: group processing techniques that ensure 100% participation; sequencing, series and paragraph-discourse building; mixers for communication; implicit structure presentation and practice. You will leave with a renewed passion for your calling as a foreign language educator and the awesome positive influence we have on young people! Bring a favorite communicative activity to share with fellow participants! (Optional: Bring your textbooks along to help you in adapting techniques to your lesson material.)

*This workshop was first presented in Grove City in the spring of 2008 as a four-hour workshop. Time has been extended to 6 hours in order to offer more digestion, brainstorming, collaboration and activity construction. The extended 6-hour version was presented at Marywood University in the spring of 2009.

Facilitator


Enthusiastically facilitated by Dave Kinman, a retired veteran of 35 years of teaching Spanish and French at Allegheny-Clarion Valley High School in Foxburg. He has also been an Adjunct Lecturer in Spanish, French and Foreign Language Methodology at Clarion University. He is currently in his second year as Associate Professor of Spanish at Houghton College, NY. Dave is a past member of the PSMLA Executive Council, where he served as the Professional Development Chair. He also served for 5 years as a Steering Committee Member, Mentor and Best Practices Presenter at the PA Governor’s Institute for World Language Educators.

Some comments from past workshops:

“Invigorating!”

“Inspiring”

“Make it a 2-day event!”

“It by far exceeded my expectations”

“Wealth of information given in an interesting way”

“I certainly took a lot away from our time together at the workshop”

“I recommend this session. We can’t have enough in the way of new ideas, renewed inspiration and encouragement.”

“I hope that we will do this again in the future but for a two-day workshop or a Part II to the workshop we experienced.”

