PSMLA PHILADELPHIA IMMERSION DAY A HUGE SUCCESS


     Not even the brutal winter snows in southeastern Pennsylvania could stop the PSMLA Immersion Day held at Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia on Saturday, February 27.

Teachers from as far away as Camp Hill, Kutztown, Shippensburg, Tunkhannock and Harrisburg were among the 40 attendees (including more than 20 new PSMLA members) in French, German, and Spanish who participated in the day’s activities.

     After registration and initial conversation in their respective languages, the participants attended three sessions in each of their respective languages. 

These sessions were in the general categories of culture, pedagogy, and entertainment. The presenters and facilitators came from a diverse variety of backgrounds and experiences – from elementary through postsecondary levels. 

In the respective language areas, these individuals were:

FRENCH

Kadima Bukasa

Susan Zeager

Laura Kuszyk

GERMAN
Lusi McKinley

Sonya Mulvihill

SPANISH

Carmen Villegas Rogers

Adam Bailey

Jose Ricardo-Osorio

     In addition to the sessions, the teachers enjoyed an international buffet with conversation in language groups and they were able to browse through professional materials provided by Amsco and Company through the courtesy of Eric Minney, Sales Representative.

     In the evaluations of the day’s events, teachers were unanimous in stating that the workshop met their expectations and that they would be interested in attending another Immersion Day in the future. 

      In their specific comments, several participants noted that they enjoyed meeting and networking with fellow language teachers and learning about contemporary cultures.

They welcomed the opportunity to converse with fellow participants about issues of interest and to practice speaking skills with colleagues and that they received many great teaching ideas. 

     When asked how the immersion day experience will help them with their classroom teaching, many participants indicated that they will incorporate specific ideas from the presentations about French crafts, food serving and tasting, and card trade activity with their classes. Several of the attendees at the French sessions commented that the presentation about Africa opened their eyes to the need for more incorporation of content about French-speaking countries outside France in their instruction. Over half of the attendees noted that they gained new pedagogical ideas for use with their students, especially to make their classes more interactive and to shift their focus toward student production and to incorporate the three modes of communication.

     Special thanks go to Chestnut Hill College, and our host Sister Mary Helen Kashuba. The PSMLA members who joined Sister in planning and holding the event included Adam Bailey, Maryanne Boettjer, Frank Mulhern, Ellen Irish and Thomasina White.

     This is the second of a series of immersion days held by PSMLA this year. A previous program was held in Erie and was very successful and one is scheduled in Spanish in Pittsburgh on March 27. See the PSMLA website (www.psmla.org) for details. PSMLA looks to hold these and similar activities in other parts of the state – especially in those areas which have been underserved until now. Check the PSMLA website (www.psmla.org) for the name and contact information for the Council member in your area through whom this can be arranged.

